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OPEN WINDOW 

            H.H MUNRO 

 

Answer the following Question 

1. Who is the author of The Open Window? 

        H.H. Munro, known by his pen name Saki. 

2. What relation is vera to Mrs. Sappleton? 

        Vera is Mrs. Sappleton’s niece  

3. How old is Vera?   

          15 years old. 

4. Who visits Mrs. Sappleton’s house? 

          Framton Nuttel. 

5.  Why does Framton Nuttel come to the countryside? 

        For a nerve cure. 

6.What was open in the room throughout the story? 

          The window. 

7. What lie does Vera tell Framton? 

That Mrs. Sappleton’s husband and brothers were killed in a hunting accident and their 

spirits return through the window. 

8. Who walks in through the window? 

        Mrs. Sappleton’s husband and brothers. 

9. What does Framton do when he sees the men entering? 

       He runs away in panic. 

10. What reason does Vera give for Framton’s sudden departure? 

That he was once frightened by dogs and ran from the sight of the spaniel. 

Answer the following question in short 

11. What is the central theme of The Open Window? 



The story explores deception, imagination, and irony. Vera’s lies create suspense and 

mislead the nervous Framton.It shows how appearances can be deceptive.Saki uses 

humor to highlight human gullibility. 

12. Why does Framton carry letters of introduction? 

Framton’s sister gave him letters to help him meet new people. He is new to the 

countryside and socially awkward. These letters were meant to ease his isolation. They 

lead him to visit Mrs. Sappleton’s house. 

13. Describe Vera’s personality. 

Vera is clever, observant, and mischievously imaginative. She quickly reads Framton’s 

character and invents a story. Her calm behavior masks her playful nature. She 

manipulates others with believable lies. 

14. What genre does The Open Window belong to? 

It is a short story with elements of dark humor and satire. The story also fits the suspense 

and twist-ending genre. It plays with psychological tension and irony. Saki uses it to mock 

human nature and nerves. 

15. What is Framton’s medical condition? 

Framton suffers from a nervous disorder. He visits the countryside for rest and recovery. 

His sister hopes new surroundings will help him. His nerves make him gullible and 

anxious 

 Answer the following Questions  

16. Explain the significance of Vera’s character in the story. 

Vera, a 15-year-old girl, is the catalyst of the entire plot. Intelligent, quick-witted, and 

imaginative, she exhibits a flair for creating dramatic tales. Despite her age, she displays 

an acute psychological insight—she quickly understands that Framton is nervous and 

gullible. With this knowledge, she invents a compelling ghost story that completely 

unnerves him.Her calm composed exterior hides her mischievous nature. Vera represents 

the theme of deception, but also the power of storytelling. Her second lie—explaining 

Framton’s panic by saying he feared dogs—adds a comic twist and shows how she easily 

manipulates reality. Through Vera, Saki challenges the assumptions that children are 

innocent and truthful, offering a clever commentary on appearances and trust. 

17.Describe Framton Nuttel’s character. 

Framton Nuttel is portrayed as a timid, anxious man who comes to the countryside for 

rest and recovery from a nervous disorder. He is highly impressionable and socially 

awkward, relying on letters of introduction from his sister to make acquaintances. His 

weakness lies in his gullibility—he believes Vera’s ghost story without questioning it. He 

is emotionally fragile that the mere sight of people returning through a window (as 

described in Vera’s story) causes him to flee in terror. His character is used by Saki to 



mock the overly sensitive upper-class men of his time, showing how easily fear and 

imagination can overpower rational thinking. 

18. How does Saki build suspense in The Open Window? 

Saki masterfully builds suspense using a combination of calm narration, Vera’s composed 

demeanor, and subtle details. The story begins peacefully with Framton visiting a 

countryside home, which seems like a tranquil, healing environment. Then, Vera’s tale 

introduces a haunting backstory—she says her aunt’s husband and brothers were lost in 

a hunting accident and that her aunt keeps the window open in memory of them. The 

reader, like Framton, gets drawn into this emotional and mysterious narrative. The 

suspense peaks when the “dead” men are seen approaching the window. Saki delays the 

revelation, allowing tension to build naturally. 

19. Discuss the use of irony in The Open Window. 

Irony is central to the storytelling in The Open Window. The most striking form is 

situational irony, where both the reader and the protagonist, Framton Nuttel, are misled 

by Vera’s fabricated ghost story. The open window, which appears to be a symbol of 

longing and tragedy, is just an ordinary feature in the house used to ventilate the room. 

Framton’s belief that the men entering are ghosts creates an absurdly humorous 

situation, as he runs away in panic.Additionally dramatic irony arises at the end when 

the reader realizes Vera has lied not once, but twice—first to Framton and later to her 

family to cover up her story. This unexpected twist reveals Saki’s satirical take on the 

gullibility of people and the cleverness of children, making the story both humorous and 

thought-provoking. 

20. What is the importance of the setting in the story? 

The setting—a quiet countryside house with a large open window—plays a symbolic and 

functional role in the story. It represents peace, recovery, and nature, creating a sense of 

calm that contrasts sharply with the chaos of Framton’s imagination. The room with the 

open window becomes a stage for the ghost story Vera fabricates. The rural atmosphere 

also contributes to the plausibility of the supernatural tale, making it more believable to 

both Framton and the reader. The setting helps amplify the suspense and irony—what 

appears to be a haunted, sorrowful place is revealed to be completely normal. Saki uses 

the setting not just as background but as an active element in building tension and 

delivering the story’s twist. 

Answer the following questions in brief 

21.How does Saki use humor and irony to convey the theme of deception in The Open 

Window? 

Saki’s The Open Window is a brilliant example of how humor and irony can be used to 

expose human weaknesses and the ease with which perception can be manipulated. The 

humor in the story is subtle and intelligent, arising not from jokes, but from situations 

built on misunderstanding and deception. The primary source of irony is situational: 



Vera’s ghost story is entirely fabricated, yet it is so convincing that it leads to Framton’s 

panic and abrupt departure. There is also dramatic irony—the reader discovers at the 

end that Vera has lied, but Framton never knows the truth. The humor lies in this gap of 

knowledge, as the audience recognizes the absurdity of his reaction. Saki’s portrayal of 

deception is not malicious but playful. Vera, though deceitful, is not portrayed as evil—

her lies are acts of creativity. Framton, on the other hand, is a figure of satire—a nervous 

man with no grip on reality, easily manipulated because of his fragility. 

22.  Analyze the character of Vera and explain how she drives the plot of the story. 

Vera, whose name ironically means “truth,” is the architect of the story’s drama. Despite 

her young age, she is highly perceptive, imaginative, and quick-thinking. From the 

moment she meets Framton Nuttel, she analyzes him with precision. Recognizing his 

nervous condition and awkwardness, she spins a tale that preys on his fears and 

expectations. Her story about the tragic hunting accident and the open window gives the 

plot its central conflict and suspense. She narrates it with such conviction and subtle 

emotional touches that both Framton and the reader are fooled. The entry of the 

supposedly dead men becomes the climax of the story, completely driven by her invention. 

What makes Vera fascinating is her second lie at the end—when she tells her family that 

Framton ran off because of a past dog trauma. This final twist reveals her habitual nature 

of lying for amusement, turning her from a one-time prankster to a skilled manipulator. 

Through Vera, Saki presents a subversive image of childhood: not innocent and passive, 

but sharp, strategic, and even slightly dangerous. 

  23.Discuss the narrative technique used in The Open Window. How does it affect the 

reader’s understanding? 

Saki employs a third-person limited point of view, focusing mainly on Framton Nuttel’s 

perspective. This narrative choice is essential to the success of the story’s twist. By 

aligning the reader’s knowledge with Framton’s, Saki ensures that we are equally misled 

by Vera’s tale. This perspective creates suspense and mystery. We are only told what 

Framton experiences—his nervousness, his thoughts about Mrs. Sappleton’s behavior, 

and his horror upon seeing the “ghosts.” Because of this, the reader accepts Vera’s story 

as true, just like Framton does. Moreover, the narrator is detached and neutral, allowing 

Vera’s dialogue and Framton’s reactions to carry the emotional weight. This objectivity 

makes the final revelation—Vera’s second lie—even more impactful. We are reminded 

that the entire situation was controlled by a single clever character, and the narrator 

never directly intervenes or hints at deception. This narrative technique enhances the 

dramatic irony. After Framton flees, the reader learns the truth, while he remains 

unaware. The technique ensures that the humor and satire are sharp and effective. In 

essence, Saki’s limited narration puts us inside Framton’s mind, only to pull the rug from 

under us at the end, which is what makes the story so memorable and impactful. 

                                                           THE VERGER 

                                                                    Somerset Maugham 



Short Questions 

1. Who is the main character in "The Verger"? 

 The main character is Albert Edward Foreman, the verger of St. Peter’s Church. 

2. Why was the verger asked to resign from his job? 

 He was asked to resign because he could not read or write. 

3. What did the verger do after leaving the church? 

 He started a small tobacco shop, which eventually led to a successful chain of shops. 

4.How was the verger's literacy status discovered? 

It was discovered when a new vicar found out that the verger could not read official 

church documents. 

5.  What does the story suggest about formal education and success? 

 The story suggests that formal education is not the only path to success; intelligence, 

determination, and practicality also lead to success. 

Answer the following questions  

6.Describe the character of Albert Edward Foreman in brief. 

Albert Edward Foreman is a sincere and loyal man who serves as the verger of St. Peter's 

Church. He takes pride in his appearance, always wearing a dignified verger's gown, and 

performs his duties with dedication and grace. He is humble, obedient, and respectful 

toward authority. Despite being illiterate, he is intelligent, observant, and capable. When 

the new vicar discovers his illiteracy and asks him to resign, Foreman accepts it without 

complaint. Instead of feeling defeated, he sees an opportunity to start a new life. His calm 

demeanour, strong sense of self-respect, and belief in hard work allow him to build a 

successful tobacco business. Foreman's character highlights the idea that one doesn't 

need formal education to be wise, practical, or successful in life. 

7. What led the verger to start his own business? 

After being dismissed from his job for not being able to read or write, Albert Edward 

Foreman left the church with a heavy heart. On his way home, he realized he was in a 

neighbourhood that didn’t have a tobacco shop. This observation gave him a business 

idea. He used his savings to open a small shop in that area. The shop did well, and 

Foreman gradually opened more branches. His ability to recognize opportunities, take 

calculated risks, and manage finances helped him grow his business. His venture into 

entrepreneurship was not planned but was triggered by his dismissal, showing how a 

negative situation can turn into a life-changing opportunity when handled with courage 

and confidence. 

8. How does the story reflect the irony of success and education? 

The story is filled with irony. Albert Edward Foreman is removed from his position as a 

verger because he cannot read or write, something considered essential by the new vicar. 



Ironically, this dismissal turns out to be a blessing. It forces him to look for alternatives, 

and he ends up becoming a wealthy businessman. The greatest irony is revealed when the 

bank manager expresses surprise at his success despite being illiterate. Foreman replies 

that if he could read and write, he would still be the verger. This ironic twist challenges 

the assumption that education is the only path to success. The story humorously suggests 

that practical intelligence and hard work can sometimes be more effective than formal 

qualifications. 

9. What message does Somerset Maugham convey through this story? 

Through The Verger, Somerset Maugham conveys that formal education is not the only 

road to success. The story promotes the value of self-confidence, practical knowledge, and 

perseverance. Foreman, though uneducated, succeeds in life because of his sharp mind 

and strong character. The author criticizes society’s obsession with degrees and literacy, 

showing that these do not guarantee wisdom or capability. Maugham also presents a 

critique of institutions that dismiss people based on narrow definitions of competence. 

The message is clear: personal integrity and practical thinking are often more valuable 

than formal schooling in achieving real success. 

10. Explain the role of self-confidence and determination in the verger’s success. 

Self-confidence and determination are the key drivers of Foreman’s success. When he is 

forced to leave the job he loved, he doesn't become bitter or hopeless. Instead, he believes 

in his ability to do something meaningful with his life. Spotting a gap in the market, he 

opens a tobacco shop with the little savings he has. He doesn’t fear failure. His 

determination helps him expand his business into a successful chain. He manages his 

business with great discipline and attention. Foreman's journey shows that self-belief, not 

education or connections, is often the foundation of real success. 

          Answer the following question in brief 

11. Discuss how The Verger highlights the conflict between formal education and natural 

intelligence. 

Somerset Maugham’s The Verger powerfully illustrates the conflict between formal 

education and natural intelligence. The story revolves around Albert Edward Foreman, 

a long-serving verger who is dismissed from his position solely because he cannot read or 

write. Though he is illiterate, Foreman has served the church faithfully for years and has 

managed all responsibilities perfectly. The new vicar, however, insists that literacy is 

essential, exposing society’s rigid belief in formal qualifications over experience or 

wisdom. 

Foreman’s later success as a businessman proves that natural intelligence, practical 

knowledge, and common sense can be more valuable than education. He builds a 

profitable chain of tobacco shops without any formal training. His success is based on 

keen observation, sound decision-making, and determination — all qualities that have 

nothing to do with literacy. 



The story questions the validity of judging a person’s capability solely by their academic 

credentials. It highlights the idea that formal education does not define intelligence or 

success. Through Foreman’s journey, Maugham encourages readers to appreciate real-

world knowledge and challenges the educational elitism that often excludes talented 

individuals from opportunity. 

12.How does Somerset Maugham use irony in "The Verger"? Illustrate with examples. 

Irony is central to the storytelling in The Verger, and Somerset Maugham uses it to make 

a powerful social commentary. The most prominent irony lies in the fact that Albert 

Edward Foreman, who is dismissed from his job due to illiteracy, ends up becoming a 

wealthy businessman. His inability to read and write, which is seen as a weakness, 

ironically becomes the reason for his success. This twist surprises the reader and makes 

the story both humorous and thought-provoking. 

Another example of irony is found in the bank scene. When the manager expresses 

amazement at Foreman’s financial success, he says, “Just think what you could have been 

if you had learned to read and write!” To this, Foreman replies, “I’d be the verger of St. 

Peter’s.” This statement underlines the irony that education might have kept him in a less 

successful position. 

Maugham uses these ironies not only for narrative impact but also to question social 

values. He subtly critiques how society often overlooks talent and practical intelligence in 

favour of formal credentials. The irony enriches the story’s theme that success does not 

always follow conventional paths. 

13.Examine the transformation of Albert Edward Foreman from a verger to a successful 

businessman. 

Albert Edward Foreman’s journey in The Verger is one of personal transformation and 

growth. At the beginning of the story, he is portrayed as a simple, dignified man who has 

served faithfully as the verger of St. Peter’s Church for sixteen years. He takes pride in 

his work and appearance and is content with his life, despite being illiterate. His dismissal 

from the church, following the new vicar's insistence that he must be able to read and 

write, marks a turning point. 

Instead of giving in to frustration or shame, Foreman handles the situation calmly. On 

his walk home, he notices an area lacking a tobacco shop and sees an opportunity. Using 

his savings, he opens a small shop. His natural business sense, attention to customer needs, 

and hard work allow him to expand. Within a few years, he owns a chain of ten shops and 

becomes a wealthy man. This transformation highlights Foreman’s resilience and 

adaptability. He proves that one setback can lead to greater opportunities if faced with 

courage and clear thinking. His success story serves as an example of how determination, 

practical intelligence, and belief in oneself are key to overcoming challenges and achieving 

greater heights. 



14. In what way does "The Verger" serve as a critique of institutional values and societal 

expectations? 

The Verger acts as a subtle but strong critique of rigid institutional values and the 

expectations society places on individuals. The central conflict arises when the new vicar 

insists that the verger must be able to read and write, even though Foreman has 

performed his duties admirably for sixteen years. This demand shows how institutions 

often value formal qualifications over experience, character, and real ability. Foreman’s 

dismissal reveals how inflexible and unsympathetic institutions can be. The church, which 

should ideally be a place of compassion and understanding, fails to recognize the worth 

of a loyal worker just because he lacks literacy. The story questions the fairness of such 

rules and highlights the cold, bureaucratic mindset that prioritizes rules over human 

qualities. Moreover, society’s tendency to equate education with intelligence is also 

challenged. Foreman, though illiterate, is observant, smart, and driven. His eventual 

success as a businessman underlines the idea that real talent and wisdom often lie outside 

institutional frameworks. Maugham’s story critiques a system that limits individuals 

based on narrow definitions of competence and success, encouraging readers to 

reevaluate societal norms and appreciate diverse forms of intelligence and capability. 

15.Discuss the central theme of self-worth and identity in "The Verger". 

One of the most powerful themes in The Verger is self-worth and the quest for identity. 

At the start, Albert Edward Foreman’s identity is closely tied to his position in the church. 

He is proud of being the verger and sees it as a reflection of his value in society. However, 

when the church authorities ask him to resign due to his illiteracy, it is a moment that 

could have deeply affected his self-esteem. Instead of allowing the loss to define him, 

Foreman chooses to create a new identity. He sees an opportunity in a tobacco business 

and begins a new chapter of his life. Through hard work, he builds a successful enterprise 

and gains financial independence and social respect. Importantly, he never loses his sense 

of self-respect. Even though he lacks education, he carries himself with dignity and calm 

confidence throughout. The story emphasizes that one’s self-worth should not be tied to 

a title, job, or educational qualification. Foreman’s ability to reinvent himself reflects the 

strength of human spirit. His identity, by the end, is no longer defined by his role in the 

church but by his personal achievement and inner values. This theme encourages readers 

to believe in themselves, regardless of societal labels or limitations. It is a celebration of 

individual worth and the potential to succeed by embracing who you are. 

 

                                                       Subha  

                                        Rabindranath Tagore 

Short Questions 

1. Who is Subha, and what is her main challenge? 



Subha is a mute girl, born into a traditional Indian family. Her main challenge is her 

inability to speak, which isolates her emotionally from others in her village and home. 

2. How do Subha’s parents treat her because of her muteness? 

Though they provide for her basic needs, Subha’s parents often view her as a burden. 

Her mother is especially harsh, seeing her disability as a source of shame. 

3. What role do animals and nature play in Subha’s life? 

Nature and animals become Subha’s true companions. She finds peace and emotional 

connection with her pet dogs and the natural surroundings, which don’t judge her. 

4. How does Subha communicate her feelings? 

Subha expresses her emotions through facial expressions, gestures, and her eyes. Her 

silence often speaks louder than words, revealing her inner world. 

5. What happens to Subha at the end of the story? 

Subha is married off to a man who doesn’t know about her disability. The story ends 

tragically, as she is sent away, helpless and unheard. 

Answer the following questions 

6.Describe Subha’s relationship with her family. 

Subha’s relationship with her family is distant and emotionally cold. Her parents, 

especially her mother, see her muteness as a source of shame and social embarrassment. 

They treat her as a burden and often exclude her from family conversations and affection. 

Her sisters ridicule her, and she is mostly left to herself. Though her father occasionally 

shows mild sympathy, he too agrees to marry her off by hiding her disability. There is no 

deep emotional bond between Subha and her family members. She lives a life of silent 

suffering, longing for love and acceptance. Her family’s failure to understand or value 

her inner feelings reveals the emotional neglect faced by people with disabilities in a 

judgmental society. 

 

7.What is the significance of the title "Subha"? 

The title Subha, meaning “auspicious” or “fortunate,” is deeply ironic. While her name 

suggests positivity, Subha’s life is full of sorrow, neglect, and isolation. She is born mute 

and is treated as a burden by her family and society. Her inner beauty, sensitivity, and 

emotional depth go unnoticed simply because she cannot speak. The name highlights the 

contrast between how she is labelled and how she is treated. Tagore uses this irony to 

expose the hypocrisy of societal values, where external traits are judged more than inner 

qualities. The title reminds us that Subha, despite her silence, embodies grace, innocence, 

and strength—making her truly "auspicious" in spirit, even if society fails to see it. 

 

 8. How does Tagore use the theme of silence in the story? 



Silence plays a powerful symbolic role in Subha. Subha is physically mute, but her silence 

goes beyond just the absence of speech. It represents emotional suppression, isolation, 

and the lack of a voice in a patriarchal society. Though she cannot speak, Subha deeply 

feels love, pain, fear, and longing. Her silence reflects how society ignores or devalues 

those who cannot express themselves in conventional ways. She is not listened to—not 

just because she is mute, but because no one wants to understand her. Tagore uses her 

muteness to criticize the social practice of silencing women and the disabled. At the same 

time, Subha’s silence also reveals her inner strength and patience. It becomes a quiet 

protest against the harshness of the world around her. 

 9. What is the role of nature in Subha’s life? 

Nature plays a nurturing and comforting role in Subha’s otherwise painful life. Rejected 

and ignored by her own family, she finds solace in the peacefulness of nature. She spends 

time by the river, in the open fields, and with her two pet dogs. These quiet moments in 

nature allow her to express feelings she cannot share with people. Nature does not 

demand speech or judge her for her disability—it simply accepts her as she is. Tagore 

uses the natural environment as a symbol of freedom, peace, and unconditional love. 

When she is married off and taken away from her village and its natural surroundings, 

she is emotionally devastated. Her separation from nature marks a total loss of comfort, 

belonging, and identity. 

 

 10. Why is Subha’s marriage considered tragic? 

Subha’s marriage is tragic because it is based on deception and results in her complete 

emotional isolation. Her parents, desperate to find her a match, hide her disability and 

arrange her marriage to a man who does not know she is mute. Subha, who already 

suffers from loneliness and lack of love, is now forced into a life where she is even more 

voiceless. She cannot protest, express her fears, or even say goodbye. The emotional 

climax of the story occurs during her silent departure, when she looks around with tear-

filled eyes, unable to express her heartbreak. This moment reveals the cruelty of a society 

that prioritizes appearances and marriage customs over individual happiness and truth. 

Subha’s mute suffering makes her story quietly powerful and deeply tragic. 

 

Answer the following questions in brief 

 

11. Discuss the theme of disability and social neglect in Subha. 

 

Rabindranath Tagore’s Subha is a poignant portrayal of how individuals with disabilities 

are often neglected by society. The protagonist, Subha, is mute from birth, and her 

inability to speak causes her to be treated as less than human by those around her. Her 

parents, especially her mother, view her muteness as a curse. She is denied emotional 

support, affection, and autonomy. Rather than being nurtured and understood, she is 

pushed to the margins of her own family. 

Her muteness also becomes a symbol of societal ignorance—Subha is not just literally 

mute, but also socially silenced. Nobody listens to her emotions or considers her desires. 



Even her marriage, a major life decision, is decided without her input, and her disability 

is deliberately hidden from her future husband. 

Tagore’s sensitive portrayal urges readers to reflect on the inhumanity of such neglect. 

Subha’s quiet suffering is heartbreaking and universal, representing the countless 

individuals who are dismissed because of physical or mental limitations. Her story is a 

critique of a society that values appearance and social norms more than individual 

humanity. 

Through Subha, Tagore encourages empathy, compassion, and social awareness. He 

questions the idea of “normal” and reminds us of the emotional richness and dignity 

within every human being, regardless of their physical abilities. 

 

12.Analyze Subha’s emotional world and inner strength. 

Despite being mute, Subha possesses a rich emotional world and quiet inner strength. Her 

inability to speak does not limit her capacity to feel deeply. She is acutely aware of how 

others perceive her, and she experiences loneliness, love, fear, and sorrow with intensity. 

Her strongest emotional bond is with nature and animals, especially her two pet dogs. 

These non-verbal connections give her a sense of belonging and comfort that her human 

relationships lack. 

What makes Subha remarkable is her silent endurance. Though subjected to emotional 

neglect, mockery, and eventually betrayal, she never lashes out or causes harm. Instead, 

she bears her pain with quiet dignity. Even in her most helpless moment—being sent 

away in marriage without consent—she does not cry or protest, though her silence is filled 

with deep emotion. 

Tagore’s portrayal of Subha elevates her to a figure of moral and emotional strength. Her 

silence is not weakness—it becomes a powerful contrast to the noise and injustice around 

her. In a world where speech is often used to control, deceive, or dominate, Subha’s 

muteness becomes a symbol of honesty and purity. Her story teaches us that true strength 

often lies in quiet resilience, and that emotions do not need words to be real or profound. 

13. Examine how Tagore presents the conflict between individual emotions and societal 

expectations in Subha. 

In Subha, Rabindranath Tagore skilfully  

explores the tension between personal emotions and the rigid expectations of traditional 

Indian society. Subha, a mute girl, has deep emotional needs—she desires love, 

understanding, and freedom—but her society only sees her disability and treats her as a 

burden. Her family feels compelled to marry her off, not out of love for her, but to 

conform to social norms that demand a girl be “settled.” 

Subha’s own desires are never asked or considered. Her silence symbolizes the 

voicelessness of many women and disabled individuals in patriarchal cultures. Her quiet 

attachment to nature and her pets shows her longing for authentic relationships, which 

she cannot find in the human world bound by customs and prejudice. 

The ultimate conflict occurs when her parents, in an act of deception, marry her off by 

hiding her muteness. This act shows how societal expectations override individual dignity. 

Subha, who has accepted her silent existence with quiet strength, is now stripped of her 



only sources of comfort—her home, her natural surroundings, and her dogs. Her tragic 

departure is a powerful image of emotional betrayal. 

Through Subha’s story, Tagore criticizes how society often crushes the individual spirit 

in its effort to maintain social appearances. He highlights the cruelty of prioritizing 

reputation and tradition over compassion and truth. The story becomes a moving 

statement about the emotional cost of conforming to society at the expense of human 

sensitivity. 

 

14.How does Tagore use irony in the story Subha? Give examples. 

Tagore’s use of irony in Subha is central to its emotional and thematic power. The most 

striking irony lies in Subha’s name itself—Subha means "auspicious" or "lucky," yet her 

life is filled with sorrow, neglect, and emotional abandonment. This sharp contrast 

between name and reality immediately alerts readers to the deep injustices she faces. 

Another ironic situation is how society values speech, even when it is filled with lies or 

superficiality, while ignoring the silent depth of Subha’s feelings. Though she cannot 

speak, Subha expresses herself through her eyes, actions, and emotions. Yet, because she 

does not fit into the "normal" Mold, she is dismissed and silenced. 

A cruel irony also occurs when her parents find a husband for her by hiding the truth 

about her muteness. Society, which emphasizes moral values and truth, allows deception 

as long as it helps maintain appearances. This contradiction exposes the moral emptiness 

behind many social customs. 

Even the ending of the story is steeped in irony. Subha, who found silent companionship 

in nature and animals, is sent away to a life where she will be completely voiceless and 

misunderstood. Her silence at the end is louder than any words—it conveys fear, 

heartbreak, and helplessness. 

Through these ironic elements, Tagore critiques a society that fails to recognize emotional 

truth and instead clings to meaningless traditions. The story invites readers to reflect on 

how we define worth and humanity, urging us to value empathy over conformity. 

 

15.“Tagore’s ‘Subha’ is a critique of a society that values speech over sensitivity.” — 

Examine the truth of this statement with examples from the story. 

   Rabindranath Tagore’s Subha is a powerful commentary on the insensitivity of a 

society that places more importance on speech and appearance than on inner qualities 

like kindness, emotion, and sensitivity. The story highlights how Subha, a mute girl, is 

judged not by her character or feelings but by her inability to speak. From the beginning, 

Subha’s muteness defines how people perceive her. Despite her emotional depth, gentle 

nature, and sensitivity, she is seen as a burden by her parents. Her mother even believes 

her silence is a curse. This reflects a society where a girl’s value is tied to her ability to 

speak, socialize, and fulfil traditional roles—especially marriage’s finds comfort in nature 

and in the company of animals and the boatman, Pratap. These are the only “beings” who 

accept her without judgment. Tagore uses this contrast to show how the natural world is 

more compassionate than human society. The climax of the story—where her parents 

marry her off by deceiving the groom—shows the extent to which society can be cruel 



when someone doesn’t fit its norms. Her muteness, which should have inspired 

understanding and patience, instead leads to deceit and abandonment. Her silent tears on 

the day of her marriage reflect her deep emotional pain, which no one notices or cares to 

understand. 

 

                                A work of art 

                                               Anton Checkov 

                         

 

Short Answers 

 

1.Who is Sasha Smirnov? 

He is a young man, the son of a wealthy merchant, who donates a bronze group statue to 

a doctor in gratitude. 

   2.What was the ‘work of art’ gifted to the doctor? 

       A bronze sculpture of a naked man and woman, symbolizing art, but controversial 

in appearance. 

3.Why did the doctor feel uncomfortable accepting the statue? 

Because it was indecent and not suitable for public display, especially in a medical 

clinic. 

4.Where was the statue finally placed? 

In an art gallery, where it was appreciated as a work of fine art. 

5.What is the central theme of the story? 

The clash between artistic expression and social/moral norms. 

 

            Answer the following questions 

6. Describe the nature of the statue and its impact on the doctor. 

The statue given by Sasha was a bronze group of a naked man and woman, called “A 

Work of Art.” Although it was meant as a token of appreciation, the doctor was 

embarrassed by its indecency. It challenged his moral values, making him anxious about 

displaying it in his clinic where women and children might see it. Eventually, it caused so 

much discomfort that he chose to pass it on to someone else, illustrating the conflict 

between art and morality. 

7.  What is the significance of the statue being         titled   ‘A Work of Art’? 

The title is ironic. Though it's named “A Work of Art,” it creates discomfort wherever it 



goes. The title invites readers to question what qualifies as art. Chekhov uses this to 

explore how art can challenge social norms, and how its acceptance depends on who views 

it and in what context. 

8.Evaluate Chekhov’s use of humour and satire in the story. 

Chekhov blends humour and satire to highlight the absurdity of societal norms regarding 

art. The repeated transfer of the statue from one unwilling owner to another creates a 

comic effect, while also critiquing the hypocrisy of people who cannot accept artistic 

nudity. Chekhov uses this light tone to question whether art should be judged by its 

content or its intention and value. 

9.Analyse the character of Sasha Smirnov. 

Sasha Smirnov is a young man who donates the statue to the doctor as a sign of gratitude. 

He sees the statue as a noble gift, not realizing how it might be received. Sasha represents 

someone who admires beauty and art, but lacks awareness of social norms. His 

enthusiasm is genuine, but also naive. He doesn’t understand why the doctor is 

uncomfortable with the statue’s nudity. Through Sasha, Chekhov shows how people 

sometimes fail to recognize the gap between intention and interpretation. Sasha’s 

character also introduces humour to the story, as his innocent gesture causes such 

confusion. He symbolizes the belief that art should be appreciated for its beauty. 

10. What does the story say about people’s fear of public opinion? 

The story shows that people often care more about how others view them than about what 

they personally believe. Everyone who receives the statue is afraid to keep it because they 

worry that others will judge them as immoral or indecent, even if they personally find the 

statue beautiful. This fear of public opinion leads them to reject something of artistic 

value. Chekhov uses this to criticize how social approval often overrides personal truth 

and appreciation. The characters’ actions reflect a society that is more interested in 

avoiding offense than in understanding or defending artistic expression. 

             Answer the following question in brief 

11.Examine the central conflict in ‘A Work of Art’. 

The central conflict in the story is between artistic value and social morality. The statue 

gifted to the doctor by Sasha Smirnov is beautiful from an artistic perspective, but its 

nudity causes embarrassment. Though Sasha considers it a meaningful gift, the doctor 

feels it is inappropriate for a clinic. The statue is passed from person to person, with each 

owner struggling between appreciation of its artistic merit and fear of public judgment. 

The statue finally finds a place in an art gallery, where it is accepted as a genuine work 

of art. This resolution shows how context determines perception. Chekhov uses this 

conflict to highlight how society often fails to recognize art beyond its surface appearance, 

especially when it challenges social norms. The story reveals the hypocrisy in society's 

reaction to nudity in art and shows how genuine art can be misunderstood when judged 

by rigid moral standards. 

12.What message does Chekhov convey through ‘A Work of Art’? 

Chekhov conveys the message that art can be misunderstood when judged through a 

narrow moral lens. The story criticizes the hypocrisy of society, which is quick to label 

something as immoral without appreciating its deeper meaning. It also shows how context 



defines interpretation — the same object is rejected in one place and celebrated in 

another. Chekhov emphasizes that true art needs to be viewed with an open mind and in 

the right environment. He also warns against judging beauty or creativity based on public 

opinion. The story encourages us to reflect on our biases and consider the difference 

between genuine moral concerns and socially constructed discomfort. 

13. Examine the central conflict in ‘A Work of Art’. 

The central conflict in the story is between artistic value and social morality. The statue 

gifted to the doctor by Sasha Smirnov is beautiful from an artistic perspective, but its 

nudity causes embarrassment. Though Sasha considers it a meaningful gift, the doctor 

feels it is inappropriate for a clinic. The statue is passed from person to person, with each 

owner struggling between appreciation of its artistic merit and fear of public judgment. 

The statue finally finds a place in an art gallery, where it is accepted as a genuine work 

of art. This resolution shows how context determines perception. Chekhov uses this 

conflict to highlight how society often fails to recognize art beyond its surface appearance, 

especially when it challenges social norms. The story reveals the hypocrisy in society's 

reaction to nudity in art and shows how genuine art can be misunderstood when judged 

by rigid moral standards. 

14.How does Chekhov criticize hypocrisy in society through ‘A Work of Art’? 

Chekhov masterfully uses the story “A Work of Art” to satirize the hypocrisy in society, 

especially regarding moral values and public image. The bronze statue of a naked man 

and woman is at the center of this criticism. Although the statue is a genuine piece of art, 

it is considered offensive by every person who receives it — not because of its artistic 

quality, but because of its perceived indecency. 

The doctor, a symbol of society’s moral conscience, is unable to appreciate the statue for 

what it is. He worries about how others, especially women and children, will perceive it. 

This reveals that moral discomfort often outweighs artistic appreciation in public life. 

Ironically, none of the characters reject the statue based on its artistic merit — they reject 

it because it conflicts with their public image and sense of propriety. 

15. How is humour used to highlight deeper truths in ‘A Work of Art’? 

Anton Chekhov uses subtle humour and irony in “A Work of Art” to expose deeper truths 

about society’s discomfort with nudity, rigid morality, and hypocritical views on art. The 

humour  

begins with the over-the-top enthusiasm of Sasha Smirnov, who gifts the doctor a statue 

of a naked man and woman as a gesture of gratitude. While Sasha sees it as a noble work 

of beauty, the doctor is horrified, and his internal struggle becomes comical. 

Each character who receives the statue passes it on, creating a humorous chain of 

embarrassment not because the statue is ugly, but because it's too "beautiful" in the 

wrong way. The absurdity lies in how everyone fears being judged for keeping the statue, 

even though it's technically a masterpiece. This comic situation reveals how people often 

value social image over personal taste. 

                              How much land does a man need? 

                                            Leo Tolstoy 

                          Short questions 



1. Who is the main character in the story and what is his ambition? 

The main character is Pahom, a peasant. His ambition is to own more and more land, 

believing that land ownership will bring him happiness and security. 

2.What offer does Pahom receive from the Bashkirs? 

The Bashkirs offer Pahom as much land as he can walk around in one day, for 1,000 

rubbles, provided he returns to the starting point before sunset. 

3.What warning does Pahom receive in his dream? 

In his dream, Pahom sees the Devil laughing and himself lying dead in a grave, 

symbolizing that his greed for land will lead to his death. 

4. How does the story end? 

Pahom dies of exhaustion after trying to claim too much land in one day. In the end, all 

he needs is six feet of land to bury him — a grave. 

5. What is the main moral of the story? 

The story teaches that greed has no limits, and in the end, a man only needs very little to 

live — or to die, stressing the futility of material desires. 

                            

           Answer the following in brief 

6.Describe how Pahom’s attitude changes throughout the story. 

Pahom starts as a simple peasant who believes that owning more land will solve all his 

problems. Initially, he is content but slowly becomes obsessed with the idea of acquiring 

more property. As he gains land, his greed grows, and he becomes dissatisfied easily. He 

becomes proud and harsh toward others, especially his tenants. Each new opportunity 

for land ownership only increases his ambition and desire for control. When he hears 

about the Bashkirs' offer, his greed blinds him to reason. In the end, his endless desire 

drives him to walk too far, leading to his death from exhaustion. His changing attitude 

reflects how greed transforms a person, ultimately leading to self-destruction. 

7.How does Tolstoy use symbolism in the story? 

Tolstoy uses land as the central symbol in the story. It represents power, wealth, and 

security, but also temptation and greed. Pahom’s belief that more land means more 

happiness is a false idea that leads him to ruin. The Devil, who appears in Pahom’s dream 

and influences events, symbolizes temptation and human weakness. The grave at the end 

of the story, just six feet long, symbolizes the ultimate truth: no matter how much a man 

owns in life, he takes nothing with him in death. This powerful symbol is the answer to 

the story’s title how much land does a man really need? Only enough for his grave. 

8.What role does the Devil play in the story? 

The Devil plays a subtle yet significant role in the story. At the beginning, he overhears 

Pahom saying that if he had enough land, he wouldn’t fear the Devil. Amused, the Devil 

decides to test him. Throughout the story, the Devil silently influences Pahom’s decisions, 

tempting him with more opportunities to gain land. The Bashkirs' offer is ultimately a 

trap set by the Devil. In Pahom’s dream before the final challenge, the Devil appears 



laughing, symbolizing his victory. By the end, Pahom falls dead, showing that the Devil 

succeeded by using greed as a tool. The Devil’s role highlights the theme that unchecked 

desires can be one's downfall. 

9.How does the story reflect Tolstoy’s views on materialism? 

Tolstoy was critical of materialism and greed, and this story clearly reflects those beliefs. 

Through Pahom’s journey, Tolstoy shows how the desire for land and wealth can grow 

endlessly and turn a good man into a selfish, foolish one. Pahom believes that owning land 

will bring peace and happiness, but the opposite happens — he becomes greedy, anxious, 

and eventually loses his life. The message is that true happiness doesn’t come from 

material things, but from contentment and inner peace. Tolstoy uses this simple story to 

criticize the growing obsession with property and status, urging readers to seek spiritual 

values over worldly gains. 

10.Why is the ending of the story powerful and effective? 

The ending of the story is powerful because it delivers the central message in a shocking 

but clear way. After struggling the entire day to claim as much land as possible, Pahom 

collapses and dies just as he returns to the starting point. His servant digs a grave — six 

feet of land — which is all he truly needed. This ending is effective because it answers the 

question in the title literally and symbolically. It forces readers to reflect on the 

uselessness of excessive ambition. The twist is both tragic and ironic, making it a 

memorable conclusion that emphasizes the moral against greed and the illusion of 

ownership. 

  

         Answer the following questions in brief 

11.How does the theme of greed develop through the character of Pahom? 

Greed is the central theme of the story, and Pahom’s journey illustrates how desire for 

more can destroy a person. At first, Pahom is a humble peasant who believes that land 

ownership would solve his problems. As he gets more land, he becomes increasingly 

dissatisfied, thinking that a little more land will finally make him happy. He quarrels with 

neighbors, becomes harsh to others, and constantly looks for better opportunities. The 

Bashkirs’ offer of unlimited land tempts him beyond reason. He attempts to walk around 

a huge area in a single day, ignoring physical exhaustion. In the end, Pahom dies from his 

greed, and ironically, he only ends up with six feet of land — his grave. This tragic ending 

shows that greed is never satisfied and leads to loss rather than gain. Tolstoy uses 

Pahom’s downfall as a cautionary tale for readers to reflect on their own desires. 

12.Discuss the significance of the story’s title, “How Much Land Does a Man Need?” 

The title poses a philosophical question that the story answers with deep irony. 

Throughout the story, Pahom believes he needs more and more land to be happy and 

secure. He is never content with what he has. Each time he acquires land, he believes that 

just a little more will bring him peace. But instead of happiness, his greed only increases. 

At the climax, he tries to cover too much land in a single day to claim it all, but dies of 

exhaustion. In the end, he only needs a small piece of land a grave. The title becomes 

symbolic of the true nature of human needs. It criticizes materialism and shows that 

earthly possessions are temporary, and no matter how much land a person owns, in the 



end, they only need enough to be buried. The title is powerful because it summarizes the 

story’s message simply and truthfully. 

13. Explain how Tolstoy uses irony to convey his message in the story. 

Tolstoy uses irony masterfully in this story. The biggest irony is that Pahom seeks land to 

feel secure and free, but in the end, his quest for land costs him his life. At each step, he 

believes owning more land will solve his problems, but each acquisition leads to greater 

dissatisfaction. The ultimate irony comes when he accepts the Bashkirs’ deal — he can 

take as much land as he can walk around in a day — but the deal is actually a trap set by 

his own greed. He dies just as he reaches the starting point, unable to bear the strain. The 

story ends with the servant burying him in six feet of land, answering the title question 

ironically. Tolstoy also uses verbal irony, such as when Pahom says he wouldn’t fear the 

Devil if he had land  and it’s the Devil who watches him fall. These ironies highlight the 

foolishness of greed and drive home the story’s moral powerfully. 

14. Analyze the role of the Devil in the story. Is he symbolic or literal? 

The Devil in the story can be seen both as a literal character and a symbolic figure. 

Literally, he appears at the beginning when he hears Pahom say that if he had enough 

land, he wouldn't fear the Devil. Taking this as a challenge, the Devil decides to tempt 

Pahom and eventually leads him to his death. Symbolically, the Devil represents human 

weakness, greed, and temptation. He does not force Pahom to act but simply presents 

opportunities for his greed to grow. The Devil’s laughter at the end, after Pahom dies, 

confirms that he has succeeded. In Pahom’s dream before his final walk, the Devil 

appears again, signalling is walking into his doom. Tolstoy uses the Devil not as a figure 

of horror, but as a personification of inner desires that people fail to control. The Devil’s 

presence reinforces the idea that destructive choices come from within, and it’s not evil 

forces but our own unchecked ambition that ruins us. 

15. What is the moral lesson of the story, and how is it relevant today? 

The moral lesson of “How Much Land Does a Man Need?” is timeless: greed can never 

be satisfied, and in the end, it destroys us. Tolstoy warns against the illusion that material 

wealth brings happiness. Pahom believes that owning more land will make life easier, but 

instead, it leads him to become harsh, selfish, and ultimately causes his death. The story 

ends with the powerful image of his grave — showing that in death, we all need the same, 

regardless of wealth. In today’s world, this message is very relevant. People often chase 

money, success, and possessions, believing it will lead to fulfilment. But like Pahom, many 

end up stressed, unhealthy, or unhappy. 

 

                                              The Story Of an Hour 

                                      Kate Chopin 

Short question 

1. What news does Mrs. Mallard receive at the beginning of the story? 

Mrs. Mallard is told that her husband, Brently Mallard, has died in a railroad accident. 

 2. What is Mrs. Mallard’s initial reaction to her husband’s death? 

She weeps immediately and feels a deep, sudden grief. 



 3. What emotion does Mrs. Mallard experience after being alone in her room? 

She experiences a feeling of freedom and relief at the thought of living for herself. 

4. What is the final twist in the story? 

Brently Mallard walks in alive, and Mrs. Mallard dies from the shock of seeing him. 

5. How does the doctor explain Mrs. Mallard’s death? 

The doctor says she died of “heart disease—of joy that kills.” 

Answer the following questions 

6. Describe Mrs. Mallard’s emotional transformation in the story. 

At first, Mrs. Mallard is overwhelmed by grief upon hearing of her husband’s death. But 

as she sits alone, her sorrow gives way to an unexpected feeling of freedom. She realizes 

that she is no longer bound by marriage and begins to dream of a life lived for herself. 

This inner shift—from mourning to joy—shows how deeply she craved independence, 

even if she didn’t consciously realize it before. This emotional transformation is the heart 

of the story and shows Chopin’s theme of personal liberation. 

 

7. How does Chopin use symbolism in the story? 

Chopin uses several symbols to reflect Mrs. Mallard’s feelings. The open window 

symbolizes the freedom and opportunities that await her. The spring setting outside—

new life, fresh air, and blue sky—represents rebirth and hope. These images contrast 

sharply with the news of death and highlight Mrs. Mallard’s awakening. The heart 

trouble symbolizes both her physical condition and emotional repression in her marriage. 

 

8. What role does irony play in the story? 

Irony is central to the story’s power. Dramatic irony occurs when readers realize that 

Mrs. Mallard is not simply grieving—she’s feeling relief and joy. The biggest irony is the 

ending: when her husband returns alive, she dies—not from joy, as the doctors believe, 

but from the shock and despair of losing her freedom. Chopin uses this twist to critique 

societal expectations and marriage. 

9. How is the theme of freedom explored in the story? 

Freedom is the dominant theme. Mrs. Mallard, though saddened by her husband’s death, 

quickly finds herself thrilled at the prospect of being free. She no longer has to live 

according to someone else’s will. Chopin presents this feeling not as rebellion but as a 

natural, powerful longing. The story suggests that personal freedom was rare for women 

of that era, especially in marriage. 

 

10. Why is Mrs. Mallard’s death significant? 

Her death is both tragic and symbolic. It shows the emotional toll of being denied 

autonomy. After tasting the idea of freedom, the sudden return of her husband crushes 

her hope. She cannot bear returning to her old life and dies. Her death highlights the cost 



of repression and the fragile nature of a woman’s independence in a male-dominated 

society. 

 

Answer the following in brief 

11.How does Kate Chopin portray the theme of female independence in the story? 

Kate Chopin uses the character of Mrs. Mallard to explore a woman’s inner world and 

her desire for personal freedom. When Mrs. Mallard hears of her husband’s death, her 

initial reaction is sorrow, but soon, she realizes the liberty that awaits her. The line “Free! 

Body and soul free!” captures the central idea that Mrs. Mallard sees her husband’s death 

as a release from the confines of marriage. 

Chopin challenges the 19th-century social norm where women were expected to live 

under the will of their husbands. Although Brently Mallard is not portrayed as a cruel 

man, the very structure of marriage is shown as restrictive. Mrs. Mallard’s joy doesn’t 

come from hatred but from the rare chance to live for herself. Through this, Chopin gives 

voice to the unspoken emotions of many women of her time. 

12. How does Chopin use contrast to highlight Mrs. Mallard’s inner transformation in 

"The Story of an Hour"? 

Chopin skilfully uses contrast throughout the story to emphasize the dramatic emotional 

and psychological shift that Mrs. Mallard experiences. The biggest contrast lies between 

appearance and reality. Outwardly, Mrs. Mallard is expected to mourn the death of her 

husband; inwardly, she discovers unexpected joy and relief.There is also a contrast 

between the world inside the house closed, controlled, and filled with sorrow and the 

outside world that Mrs. Mallard sees through the open window: lively, fresh, and full of 

possibilities. The imagery of spring, singing birds, and blue skies represents the freedom 

and new beginning she senses. This vibrant setting starkly contrasts with the grim news 

of death she has just received. 

13. Analyse the character of Mrs. Mallard. What makes her complex and relatable? 

Mrs. Mallard is a deeply complex character. She is not a heartless woman but someone 

who has lived under emotional constraints. Her physical ailment “heart trouble” mirrors 

her inner repression. When she hears of her husband’s death, she responds with genuine 

grief, showing she cared. But soon, her thoughts shift inward as she reflects on her life 

ahead, free from domination. Her internal journey is what makes her relatable. Many 

people—especially women in restrictive roles—can connect with the silent longing she 

feels for autonomy. Her emotional shift from grief to joy, and finally to despair, shows 

her emotional depth. Mrs. Mallard becomes a symbol of many women who struggle to 

find a space for their true selves within society’s expectations. 

14. What is the significance of the title “The Story of an Hour”? 

The title is simple but powerful. It emphasizes how quickly life can change. Within the 

span of an hour, Mrs. Mallard moves from grief to hope to death. The story captures a 

brief yet life-altering moment in her life. This limited time frame adds intensity and 

dramatic weight to her transformation. Moreover, the title reflects how the constraints of 

time like the constraints of society can confine and define a person’s fate. It’s also ironic: 

an “hour” of imagined freedom leads to the end of her life. Chopin uses the short duration 



to show that even a fleeting taste of liberation can be profound—and, when lost, 

devastating. 

15. How does the ending of the story enhance its overall impact? 

  The ending delivers a powerful twist: Brently Mallard is alive, and Louise dies. It 

overturns Louise’s emotional journey—freedom gained, then snatched away. The irony 

that doctors say she died of "joy that kills" adds a bitter layer of misunderstanding. The 

shock of her death suggests that going back to her old life would have been more 

unbearable than death. The ending makes a lasting statement about the cost of repression 

and society's blindness to women's inner lives. 

 

                                                    The Last Leaf 

                                                                O.Henry 

                 Short Questions 

1.Name two female characters in “The Last Leaf” and describe their relationship. 

Sue and Johnsy are the two female characters. They are close friends and live together in 

an apartment, supporting each other through hardships. 

 2. What illness is Johnsy suffering from? 

Johnsy is suffering from pneumonia. 

3. What does Johnsy believe will happen when the last leaf falls? 

She believes that she will die when the last leaf falls from the vine. 

4. How does Behrman help Johnsy without her knowledge? 

Behrman paints a realistic leaf on the wall to give Johnsy hope and the will to live. 

5. What is the irony at the end of the story? 

The irony is that Behrman dies of pneumonia after painting the leaf, while Johnsy 

survives because of the hope that the painted leaf gave her. 

                 Answer the following questions 

6. Describe the character of Behrman and his role in the story. 

Answer: 

Behrman is an old, unsuccessful artist who lives in the same building as Sue and Johnsy. 

Though gruff and often drunk, he is kind-hearted and deeply compassionate. He dreams 

of painting a masterpiece but never succeeds until he paints the last ivy leaf to give Johnsy 

hope. This act becomes his true masterpiece, as it saves her life. Tragically, he catches 

pneumonia from the cold and dies, making his sacrifice a symbol of selfless love and 

heroism. 

7. How does O. Henry use the theme of hope in the story? 

Hope is central to “The Last Leaf.” Johnsy loses all will to live and links her fate to a 

falling vine. Sue tries hard to cheer her up, but it’s Behrman's painted leaf that restores 

hope in Johnsy. When she sees the last leaf has not fallen, her belief in life returns. The 



story shows how hope can heal, and how even a small gesture can have a life-changing 

impact. 

 8. Explain the significance of the ivy leaf in the story. 

The ivy leaf symbolizes life, hope, and resilience. For Johnsy, the falling leaves represent 

her declining will to live. The one leaf that does not fall becomes a turning point—it 

revives her spirit and desire to live. The painted leaf is a powerful metaphor: though 

artificial, it restores real faith and becomes Behrman’s act of love and sacrifice. 

9. What role does friendship play in the story? 

Friendship plays a major role. Sue deeply cares for Johnsy and does everything to 

comfort and nurse her. She even seeks help from the doctor and Behrman. Behrman, 

though not close to Johnsy, risks his life to paint the leaf for her recovery. The story 

portrays how true friends show love through action and sacrifice, even at great personal 

cost. 

10. Discuss the use of irony in “The Last Leaf.” 

O. Henry is famous for ironic twists. In this story, the main irony lies in Behrman’s fate. 

He finally paints his long-awaited masterpiece—the last leaf—but no one knows it’s a 

painting, and he dies of pneumonia after creating it. The leaf saves Johnsy, but the man 

who gave her hope loses his life. The irony highlights the theme of silent heroism and self-

sacrifice. 

              Answer the following in brief 

11.Discuss the theme of self-sacrifice in "The Last Leaf". 

Self-sacrifice is the central theme in the story. Behrman, an aging, unsuccessful artist, 

lives a poor and unremarkable life. However, when he learns that Johnsy is losing her 

will to live, thinking she will die when the last ivy leaf falls, he decides to take action. On 

a stormy night, he paints a realistic ivy leaf on the wall to replace the one that fell. This 

single act revives Johnsy’s hope and saves her life. Tragically, Behrman catches 

pneumonia from the exposure and dies. His selfless act becomes his "masterpiece," not 

because it was artistically famous, but because it gave someone the will to live. His 

sacrifice highlights the depth of human kindness and love. 

2. Analyse how O. Henry builds suspense and emotion in the story. 

O. Henry skilfully builds suspense and emotion through the condition of Johnsy and the 

falling ivy leaves. Readers are drawn into the tension as Johnsy believes she will die when 

the last leaf falls. The emotional struggle of Sue trying to cheer up her friend adds depth 

to the narrative. Suspense peaks when a terrible storm hits, but the last leaf remains the 

next morning, giving Johnsy hope. The twist ending—that the leaf was painted by 

Behrman, who died from pneumonia—adds emotional weight and surprise. The slow 

unfolding of the story, the mystery of the leaf, and the revelation at the end leave a lasting 

emotional impact. 

13. Examine the character development of Johnsy in the story. 

Johnsy begins as a fragile and hopeless young woman, suffering from pneumonia and 

emotionally giving up on life. She becomes obsessed with the ivy vine, believing her life is 

tied to the number of leaves remaining. Initially, she is passive, resigned to dying. 

However, when the last leaf stubbornly remains through a stormy night, she regains her 



will to live. This small miracle inspires a transformation in her. She begins to eat, regain 

strength, and ultimately thanks Sue for her care. Her character arc—from despair to 

hope—illustrates the powerful impact of inner strength and external acts of kindness on 

recovery. 

14. How does “The Last Leaf” portray the power of art? 

Art is portrayed as not just a form of expression, but as a force capable of inspiring life 

itself. Behrman’s painting of the last leaf becomes more than just an artwork—it becomes 

a symbol of endurance, hope, and survival. Though Behrman had always failed to create 

his masterpiece in the traditional sense, this one painting surpasses all: it saves Johnsy’s 

life. It demonstrates that art, even when unnoticed or unrecognized, can have profound 

effects on others. The story suggests that true art lies in intent and impact, not fame or 

skill alone. 

15. Comment on the narrative style and use of irony in “The Last Leaf.” 

O. Henry's narrative style is simple, direct, and emotionally compelling. He uses vivid 

imagery and natural dialogue to draw readers into the lives of the characters. The use of 

irony is especially powerful. The greatest irony is that Behrman, who never painted 

anything worthwhile, finally creates a masterpiece that saves a life but leads to his own 

death. The twist ending—typical of O. Henry—reveals that the leaf was not real, but a 

painted one. This unexpected conclusion forces readers to reflect on themes of sacrifice, 

hope, and the unseen value of good deeds. The story’s irony deepens its emotional 

resonance. 

 

                                              A Cup Of Tea 

                                         Katherine Mansfield 

                          Short Answers 

1. Where does the story "A Cup of Tea" take place? 

The story is set in London, primarily in Rosemary Fell's upscale home and the nearby 

antique shop. 

 2. What item catches Rosemary’s attention at the antique shop? 

She is attracted to a small, charming little box in the antique shop, but she finds it too 

expensive to buy at that moment. 

3. How does Katherine Mansfield portray Rosemary’s personality? 

Mansfield presents Rosemary as materialistic, vain, and shallow, though she believes 

herself to be generous and modern. 

4. What is the social contrast shown in the story? 

The story contrasts the lives of the wealthy elite (like Rosemary) with the poor and 

struggling (like Miss Smith) to highlight class differences and social inequality. 

5. How does the story end? 

The story ends with Rosemary asking her husband Philip if she is "pretty," showing that 

her vanity has overtaken any concern for Miss Smith, whom she sent away. 



              Answer the following questions 

6.Describe Rosemary Fell’s character. 

Rosemary is portrayed as wealthy, fashionable, and fond of luxuries. She visits antique 

shops and hosts parties, showing her upper-class lifestyle. She wants to appear generous 

and kind-hearted, but her charity is short-lived and superficial. Her insecurity becomes 

evident when she worries about Miss Smith’s beauty. She is easily influenced by her 

husband’s opinion, revealing her emotional fragility and lack of self-assurance. 

7.How does the story highlight the theme of class difference? 

The contrast between Rosemary and Miss Smith is stark: Rosemary shops for luxury 

items, while Miss Smith begs for food. Rosemary sees helping Miss Smith almost as a 

fashionable or dramatic act, not out of real concern. The upper-class life of Rosemary is 

full of ease and vanity, while Miss Smith’s life is about survival. The conversation between 

them highlights how disconnected the rich are from the struggles of the poor. Mansfield 

uses this contrast to subtly critique the class system and false charity. 

8.What role does Philip play in changing Rosemary’s mind? 

Philip’s reaction is pivotal he is surprised and questions why Rosemary brought a 

stranger home. When he comments on Miss Smith’s attractiveness, Rosemary’s jealousy 

is immediately triggered. Instead of defending her charitable actions, Rosemary becomes 

defensive and insecure. Philip’s approval matters more to her than her initial kind 

gesture. His casual remark leads Rosemary to abandon her charity, showing the shallow 

nature of her kindness. 

9.Explain the significance of the title “A Cup of Tea.” 

The phrase “a cup of tea” traditionally suggests comfort, hospitality, and warmth. 

Ironically, in the story, it becomes a symbol of hollow generosity—Rosemary’s act is brief 

and ego-driven. The title reflects how the poor (Miss Smith) are sometimes reduced to 

casual experiments or accessories by the rich. It also points to how people like Rosemary 

use simple gestures to feel morally superior. The “cup of tea” is a temporary offer that 

ends without any real change or support for Miss Smith. 

What is the irony in Rosemary’s actions? 

Rosemary is proud of her decision to help Miss Smith and sees it as a grand, noble gesture. 

She fantasizes about being admired for her kindness and independence. However, when 

her husband mentions Miss Smith’s beauty, her pride turns to insecurity. She sends Miss 

Smith away not out of concern but out of jealousy. The irony lies in how quickly her 

"generosity" collapses when it threatens her self-image. 

     Answer the following questions in brief 

11.How Katherine Mansfield presents her complexity? 

Rosemary Fell is a wealthy, fashionable young woman who lives a life of privilege and 

luxury. Mansfield presents her as someone who is eager to be seen as generous and 

modern, yet beneath the surface, she is insecure and superficial. At the beginning of the 

story, Rosemary appears confident and self-assured, buying expensive items and 

mingling with the elite. Rosemary’s desire to "help" is not grounded in empathy but in 

her need to feel noble and important. Mansfield crafts Rosemary as a complex character, 



both admirable in her curiosity and deeply flawed in her motivations, revealing the 

conflict between appearance and authenticity. 

12.Explore the theme of class divide in the story. How is it portrayed through the 

characters and setting? 

The theme of class divide is central to “A Cup of Tea” and is portrayed through the 

contrast between the lives of Rosemary Fell and Miss Smith. Rosemary belongs to the 

upper class—she shops in expensive stores, hosts elegant gatherings, and is surrounded 

by luxury. Mansfield uses this divide to critique superficial charity and to show how the 

upper class romanticizes poverty without ever truly addressing it. 

13. Examine Mansfield’s narrative style in “A Cup of Tea” 

Katherine Mansfield’s narrative style in “A Cup of Tea” is elegant, observant, and 

psychologically rich. She employs a third-person limited perspective, focusing closely on 

the thoughts and feelings of Rosemary Fell. This technique allows readers to see the 

contrast between Rosemary’s outer behaviour and her inner motivations. We are drawn 

into her world of luxury and self-importance, but we also witness her insecurities and 

moments of self-doubt. Her use of subtle irony and understatement adds layers of 

meaning without being overtly judgmental. 

                                    Neighbour 

                                      Tim Winton 

                 Short answers 

1. Why did the couple move to a new suburb? 

They moved to a new suburb to start a new life together in a small, affordable house, 

hoping for peace and privacy. 

2. What cultural backgrounds are represented by the neighbours? 

The neighbours are from various cultural backgrounds, including Macedonian, Polish, 

and Middle Eastern communities. 

 3. How did the couple’s feelings change over time? 

Over time, their feelings changed from discomfort to appreciation and affection for their 

neighbours’ warmth and generosity. 

 4. What does the ending of the story suggest about the couple? 

The ending suggests that the couple has embraced their community and feels a strong 

sense of belonging and gratitude. 

5. What narrative technique does Tim Winton use in the story? 

Tim Winton uses third-person limited narration, allowing readers to understand the 

couple’s internal transformation. 

            Answer the following questions 

6.Describe the initial attitude of the young couple towards their neighbours. 



In the beginning, the young couple felt uneasy and alienated in their new neighbourhood. 

They viewed their neighbours with suspicion and discomfort. The foreign languages, 

customs, and loud family interactions confused them. They maintained a distance, feeling 

culturally superior and disconnected. Their attitude reflected ignorance and lack of 

exposure to diversity. 

7. How does the story "Neighbours" portray multiculturalism? 

The story presents multiculturalism as a vibrant, everyday reality. People from different 

backgrounds live side by side in harmony. 

Despite initial differences, bonds grow through simple, shared human experiences. 

Gardening, pregnancy, and kindness create emotional connections. Winton shows that 

multiculturalism enriches communities, not divides them. 

8. How does the couple’s relationship with their neighbours evolve 

The couple's relationship moves from isolation to deep connection. At first, they avoid 

their neighbours and misinterpret their actions. 

Gradually, they start receiving and offering help across cultural lines. This builds trust 

and a sense of belonging in the community. By the end, they are warmly accepted and 

emotionally supported. 

9.What role does the theme of community play in the story? 

Community becomes a central force in the couple’s transformation. They learn that 

genuine care and goodwill can cross cultural boundaries. 

Neighbours offer advice, help, and companionship without asking. This reshapes the 

couple’s attitude and strengthens their emotional life. 

10. How does Tim Winton use contrast in the story to highlight change? 

Winton contrasts the couple’s early judgmental mindset with their later warmth. He 

shows their shift from discomfort to deep appreciation of neighbours. Their home, once 

cold and distant, becomes lively and open. The foreign becomes familiar through shared 

moments and kindness. 

Answer the following question in brief 

11.Discuss the transformation of the young couple in “Neighbours” and what this 

suggests about the human capacity for change. 

The couple begins with fear and prejudice but learns to appreciate the kindness of their 

neighbours. Their shift reflects a deeper psychological transformation rooted in 

experience, not theory. Their garden becomes a metaphor for personal growth, cultivated 

through interaction. The support during pregnancy reflects emotional bonding and trust 

across cultures. Winton suggests that openness and empathy are essential to meaningful 

change. 

12. How does Tim Winton use setting and symbolism to explore the themes of cultural 

acceptance and community in the story “Neighbours”? 

The suburban setting is a melting pot of diverse cultural backgrounds. The couple’s house 

starts as a private escape, but it becomes open and connected. The garden is a recurring 

symbol of life, cooperation, and gradual transformation. Physical barriers (fences, walls) 

lose significance as relationships grow. 



13.What role does empathy and human connection play in “Neighbours”? 

 Initially, the couple misjudges their neighbours based on superficial traits. True empathy 

develops through daily interactions, not grand gestures. The neighbours offer support 

without expecting anything in return. The story shows that generosity transcends culture 

and language. 

14.How effectively does Tim Winton use narrative techniques such as tone, perspective, 

and irony in “Neighbours” 

The third-person limited perspective aligns the reader with the couple’s thoughts, 

showing their biases. The ironic contrast between the couple’s assumptions and the 

neighbours’ kindness creates subtle humour. The tone shifts from skeptical to warm, 

mirroring the emotional transformation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


